


"The system makes everyone more aware, and the wristband is a good way to get the patient engaged with the 
process, too," says Edna Woods, R.N., Surgical Services Administrator at the Center for Advanced Medicine.  

A St. Louis-based company called CheckSite Medical (CheckSiteMedical.com) has been formed to develop and 
distribute the technology. Headed by Stephen Chole, the company conducted a successful trial of the technology 
at the Center for Advanced Medicine at the School of Medicine and will soon place monitors outside of all of the 
surgical suites in Barnes-Jewish Hospital.  

"The system worked very well in our trial," Woods says. "We're eager to implement it throughout the hospital. We 
want to do everything we can to ensure patient safety."  

CheckSite plans to distribute the technology nationwide and is performing pilot trials in other regional hospitals. 
According to Richard Chole, the technology will be inexpensive, costing around $2.50 for the wristband and pen 
and $7-8,000 for installation of the detectors.  

Washington University will hold the patent on the invention. "The University's Office of Technology Management 
was extremely helpful getting the technology off the ground," Richard Chole says. "I went to them with my idea 
and they handled the entire patent process."  

Richard Chole is founder and co-owner of CheckSite Medical.  

Washington University School of Medicine's full-time and volunteer faculty physicians also are the medical staff of 
Barnes-Jewish and St. Louis Children's hospitals. The School of Medicine is one of the leading medical research, 
teaching and patient care institutions in the nation, currently ranked third in the nation by U.S. News & World 
Report. Through its affiliations with Barnes-Jewish and St. Louis Children's hospitals, the School of Medicine is 
linked to BJC HealthCare.  
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